
Annual Report 
July 2019 – June 2020 

Under ordinary circumstances the McDowell Trails Association would 
hold an Annual Members’ Meeting to review the past year, lay out 
our goals for the next year, and elect new board directors and 
officers.  Of course this isn’t an ordinary year!   COVID-19 restrictions 
prevent us from holding a face-to-face meeting with our members, 
and we don’t want to put anyone at risk by holding such a meeting. 
Instead, we are providing this annual report to our members and the 
public.   

If the past few months have taught us anything, we have learned the 
value of being outdoors and getting exercise by walking, jogging, or 
riding bicycles.  Being in the fresh air and in nature is good for us 
physically and mentally.  Our greenways and trails have been well 
used as we have all sought places to be outside during this 
pandemic.  Thank you for continuing to social distance and wearing 
a face mask when around people on the greenways ant trails. 

I hope you find our Annual Report to be informative and that you are 
excited about the possibilities that lie ahead for greenways and trails 
in the year ahead.   

 Warm regards, 

Steve Pierce, MTA Board President   



   

  
   

   

   

2019-20 MTA Board of Directors 
Chuck Abernathy  Kim Effler  
Todd Bell   Matt Eldridge    
Richard Berlick  Fred Elliott  
RoAnn Bishop  Steve Hunter 
David Blackwelder Steve Pierce   
Mark Burton   Molly Sandfoss  
Buz Buzogany  Gordon Warburton   
Pat Cook   Art Webster 
Penny Cross   Patrick Young  
Greg Daniels  
  

2019-20 Officers of the Board 
President  Steve Pierce  
Vice President Richard Berlick  
Secretary  RoAnn Bishop  
Treasurer  Todd Bell   
  

Retiring from the Board July 2020 
Buz Buzogany 
  

Board Nominees Seeking a First 3-year Term 2020-23  
Chuck Aldridge      
Kathy Mace 
Cathy Moore  
  

Board Nominees Seeking a Second 3-year Term 2020-23 
Todd Bell  Fred Elliott     
Richard Berlick Molly Sandfoss  
  

Nominees for 2020-21 Officers of the Board (1 year term) 
President  Steve Pierce  
Vice President Richard Berlick  
Secretary  RoAnn Bishop  
Treasurer  Todd Bell 

Election of Board and Officers will be conducted via email.   
MTA members will be sent an email via Constant Contact with 
instructions for voting.   
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Financial Report 
The McDowell Trails Association strives to be good 
stewards of our funds. As the report indicates, our 
income is from membership dues, fundraising 
events, annual sponsors, and grants.   

A portion of our membership dues pay our 
operating expenses which include pay for our 
Administrative Assistant, postage and office 
supplies, website and Constant Contact fees, 
promotional materials, outreach, insurance, and 
other miscellaneous costs of doing business. 

All donations and proceeds from our fundraisers are 
earmarked di rect ly for t ra i l projects and 
maintenance.  We are committed to elevating the 
percentage of our funds to greenways and trails.  

We thank our members, sponsors, donors, and 
volunteers who continue to support the mission and 
vision of the McDowell Trails Association.     



Membership 
MTA membership has remained steady over the 
past year with an increase of 20 members. We 
currently have 260 members. 

Membership outreach is coordinated by our 
Administrative Assistant, Danielle Walker.  In addition 
to sending renewal letters, she follows up with 
emails and our board members make personal calls 
to those members who haven’t renewed. 

The Membership/Outreach Committee 
recommended a new membership fee structure 
that allows renewals for 1, 2, or 3 years with a 
savings for multiple years.  We also have a 
convenient online payment method for new and 
renewing memberships. 

 We appreciate our members and ask that you 
encourage others to join the MTA.  Membership 
demonstrates support for the mission and vision of 
the MTA and helps us to advocate for greenways 
and trails with a strong voice. 

Join or Renew your MTA Membership 
https://form.jotform.com/92007459667163 or print 
and mail the membership form from our website 
https://mcdowelltrails.org       



Greenways and Trails 
The primary focus of the MTA this past year has been 
on the Fonta Flora State Trail. In September, 
McDowell County held a ribbon cutting that opened 
the Fonta Flora State Trail at Greenlee Park located 
off Old Greenlee Road.  This added an additional 
2,800 feet of greenway along the Catawba River, a 
nature trail, a picnic pavilion, and river access. 

The other big news for the year was the formation of 
the Friends of the Fonta Flora State Trail (F3ST).  This 
new non-profit organization brings together major 
stakeholders from Burke, McDowell, and Buncombe 
Counties in an effort to coordinate trail planning and 
building from Morganton to Asheville.  The MTA has a 
seat on the F3ST Board and will continue to be a 
strong voice for the trail in McDowell County.   

In the wake of flooding along the Joseph McDowell 
Historical Catawba Greenway the MTA has donated 
$5,000.00 to the City of Marion for the replacement 
of the bridge at the west end of the greenway.  Our 
members and the public has donated an additional 
$3,500.00 that will be added for the bridge 
replacement.         



Greenways and Trails 
This year the MTA will continue to work with our partners 
on these projects: 

! Work with City of Marion and other partners to address 
river bank stabilization at the Catawba River Greenway.  

! Connecting Phase I and II of the Joseph McDowell 
Historical Catawba Greenway with Greenlee Park which 
will add an additional 2 miles to the greenway. 

!  Build a bridge across the Catawba River at Greenlee 
Park and continue the greenway west along the river to 
Tom Johnson’s Camping World. 

!  Support the Town of Old Fort with the FFST Trailhead 
Park and extending the trail through town and west to 
connect with the Point Lookout Trail. 

!  Support McDowell County in developing a park in the 
Black Bear area of the lake and the Fonta Flora Trail.  

!  Use grant funds to improve trail signage and blazes 
for the segments of the Fonta Flora State Trail in the 
county.  

!  Continue to work with our partners to build and 
maintain trails in McDowell County.          



Fundraising and 
Development 

We had another successful MTA Fiesta Night last 
September.  Tickets sold out quickly and we had 
wonderful support from our sponsors.  This was our 
primary fundraising event of the year.  We thank our 
sponsors.   

Fundraising for the second half of the year was 
affected by the COVID-19 restrictions.  Our planned 
fundraisers have been shelved, and we are 
considering other ways to seek funding for projects. 

We look forward to resuming our regular activities 
when COVID restrictions are eased and it is safe to 
do so.  



Outreach 
This past year the MTA has worked to keep in contact 
with our members and the public.  Our outreach 
efforts include: 

!  The MTA website – www.mcdowelltrails.org 

! The MTA Facebook page - https://
www.facebook.com/TrailsMTA/ 

!  Added new online forms for MTA memberships and 
donations. 

!  Constant Contact email platform to our members. 

We are also building a cadre of volunteers to help 
with trail maintenance, trail cleanup, fundraisers, and 
events.  We sponsored several trail cleanup events 
on the greenway with our members and school 
groups. 

We sponsored information booths at Catawba 
Riverfest at Lake James State Park, Pioneer Day in 
Old Fort, Mountain Glory Festival in Marion, the NC 
Gold Festival, and the Health Fair at McDowell High 
School.  MTA T-shirts and hats are available for sale at 
the McDowell Chamber of Commerce visitor center.      


